
If your class year ends in a 1 
or 6 then this is your reunion 
year. You may use Alumni 
House for planning meetings, 
luncheons, or an Alumni 
Weekend event.

2015 Student Awards Reception

 
We had a beautiful day for our annual student award 
reception. Extra chairs were set up on the verandah to 
accommodate the scholarship recipients and their friends 
and families, as well as scholarship committee and IAFSA 
Board members. New FSU President F. Javier Cevallos at-
tended and added his congratulations.  

Amelia Davis—105 Years of Caring
The Amelia Davis Fund was established in 1910 by the Class 
of 1892 to honor Amelia Davis, a graduate and professor at 
Framingham State for 46 years. Its mission is to give financial 
aid to Alumni in need. It has helped with 
medical and personal emergencies and 
making ends meet in tight financial situa-
tions.
True to the original intent, today this fund 
continues to assist seven of our alumni.
Please support the Amelia Davis Fund so 
we can say YES to new applicants and YES 
to emergency requests and YES to continue 
honoring the memory of Amelia Davis 
and all that she stood for – a compassionate graduate who 
appreciated all that she received and in turn, gave back to 
fellow alumni.

Reunions 2015

Alumni Weekend— 
June 3–5

Framingham State has  
scheduled the 2016 Alumni 
Weekend for June 3-5.  
IAFSA’s Annual Meeting & 
Program will be Sat. June 4.

Alumni House 
Echoes
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News & Notes:
IAFSA scholarships are #32 
on the FSU Student Govern-
ment Association’s (SGA) list 
of things for students to do 
before graduation.
The 1812 House has been 
fully renovated and re-pur-
posed as the MetroWest 
College Planning Center, a 
collaboration between Mass 
Bay Community College and 
FSU.  A ribbon cutting was 
held in September.
Dr. Irene Porro, Director 
of the Christa McAuliffe 
Center, is planning activities 
in conjunction with the 30th 
Anniversary of the Chal-
lenger Explosion in January 
2016, including a reception 
at Alumni House.
Hemenway Laboratories, 
a new four story structure 
connected to the Hemenway 
Annex opened in September. 
It added 16 new labs for 
biology, chemistry and food 
science complete with the 
latest equipment and safety 
features. It is LEED Silver 

Certified. It was featured 
at The College and Univer-
sity Science Facilities 2015 
Conference in Boston which 
offered attendees tours.
The Class of 2014 Time 
Capsule, created in con-
junction with FSU’s 175 
Anniversary, was buried 
outside of the new He-
menway Laboratories in 
October. It will be opened 
in 2064 during the Class of 
2014’s fiftieth reunion.
The Class of 1984 award-
ed a $1,200 scholarship in 
memory of class advisor 
Judy Klass. 
Scholarships
Thinking about establishing 
a scholarship? They are 
especially needed for Busi-
ness, Art, and Criminology 
majors. Scholarship donors 
can establish the criteria, 
read the applications and 
weigh in on the decision 
process, and meet the 
recipient(s) at our annual 
award reception. Scholar-
ships can be established 

to keep principle intact 
and make awards from the 
interest, or they can be 
spent down per the donor’s 
wishes.  Now is also a good 
time to donate towards a 
scholarship as the end of the 
tax year is approaching.

Touch the Future 
Nominations
This award honors the 
memory of Henry F. Regan, 
educator, guidance counsel-
or, and coach. The purpose 
of this award is to honor and 
acknowledge teachers who 
teach teachers; especially 
those who have contributed 
to advancing knowledge in a 
subject, and demonstrated 
and instilled enthusiasm for 
teaching. Those eligible have 
provided a framework for 
new teachers and given in-
spiration and motivation to 
students and/or associates. 
They must have a connec-
tion to FSU, with preference 
given to an alum. Other cri-
teria includes those who are/
have been/will be an educator. 
If you know of anyone who fits 
this criteria, please contact us.

Gay Willis Sabin ’65 2015 Touch 
the Future Award RecipientPhoto: Megan Turner Ball ’07 and Patrick Ball ’07; courtesy of Megan Ball

Did you and your spouse meet while 
attending Framingham State? Then join 
us in celebrating our numerous alumni 
whose romantic beginnings were es-
tablished on The Hill. Enjoy an evening 
of wine and chocolate and reminiscing 
here at Alumni House on February 4, 
2016 from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  
 

IAFSA is cohosting this event with the Alumni Relations Office. 
RSVP at framingham.edu/alumnievents or 508-626-4923. 

Met & Married Event



IAFSA Annual  
Meeting
IAFSA’s Annual Meeting 
on June 6th was at Alumni 
House with honored guests 
the members of the Class of 
1965 and Class of 1970. Gay 
Willis Sabin ’65 was recipient 
of the Touch the Future 
Award which honors edu-
cators.  Amanda Lima ’15, 
was presented with the Dr. 
Joseph A. Previte Pre-Pro-
fessional Medical Studies 
Award by Dr. Previte and 
IAFSA President Kimberly 
Ivers ’94. Deborah Toupouzis 
’15 was presented with the 
Dr. W.H.D. Meier Award by 
Ivers.  Author Barbara Ann 
White, spoke about Cyrus 
Peirce and the establishment 
of the first normal school. 
The meeting ended with 
the Class of 1965 unveiling 
a portrait of Harriet Coffin 
Peirce, Cyrus Peirce’s wife 
which had been tucked 
away in our archive room 
for safe-keeping. Several in 
attendance remembered 
the portrait when it was in 
Crocker Hall.  The unveiling 
officially opened IAFSA’s 
Hidden Treasures from the 
Archives Exhibit. 

New Dorm
The 316-bed West Hall 
residence on Maynard 
Road is to be complet-
ed by fall 2016. It will 
have 90 two-bedroom 
suites. Among its student 
amenities is a hotel-style 
lobby with social and study 
spaces, a game room, 
media lounge and a large 
fireplace. This new dorm 
will replace the beds in 
O’Connor Hall, which will 
then be used for offices 
and classrooms.  Below is 
an artist’s rendition from 
Architectural Resources 
Cambridge.

Help for IAFSA’s Archives Treasures
Michael Conway ’70 has become IAFSA’s “History  
Detective.”  His first project has been to sort through  
and identify a number of glass 
slides found tucked in a small 
wooden cabinet deep in the 
basement of Alumni House. 
With his help, and donations to 
the “Save Our History” fund we 
were able to purchase archival 
boxes and carefully label and 
pack the glass slides to better 
preserve them.  With the help 
of a magnifying glass and the 
Internet Michael has been able 
to research and date many of 
the slides.

Ladies Night Out
Ladies Night Out was a 
special event at Alumni 
House sponsored by IAFSA. 
It included networking, ac-
tivities, raffles, door prizes, 
food and more. It was an 
opportunity for Alumni and 
friends to showcase their 
products and businesses, 
including fabulous Stella & 
Dot jewelry and handbags, 
local honey and beeswax 
products, health, safety and 
beauty consultants, spray 
tanning and entertainment.

Mary Swift Lamson (in later life) 
student from very first class.Cyrus Peirce, first principal



Be a Friend of Alumni House
  Alumni House will be 100 years old in 2017. 

Alumni House, as the home of IAFSA, belongs, in part, to you. 
Join us in getting the house ready for a Centennial Celebration  
with a gift of time or money for needed repairs.
 Become a member of the House Committee which helps  
with maintenance decisions, light gardening, and seasonal  

decorations.  No regular meetings.  Volunteer on your own  
terms and pick your projects and time commitment.

CCFCC 85th  
Anniversary
The Cape Cod Framingham 
College Club celebrated its 
85th Anniversary this year. 
They have also elected new 
officers for their board, 
including Betty Pellegrino ‘57 
as President.  New Scholarship 
Committee Chair Mary Nielson 
‘78 is shown with CCFCC 
scholarship recipient Emily 
Fitzpatrick.

Scholarship T-Shirt!

David Sandberg ‘90 organized a 
box lunch reunion this October 
at Alumni House in about a 
month and a half using email, 
Facebook, and phone.

Impromptu reunion at 
Alumni House

Help needed with writing and 
submitting grant proposals.  A 
couple of hours could make a 
big difference.

Grant Writing

 New Newsletter Printer 
IAFSA is saving money due to 
switching to Spyglass Printing 
of Ashland, MA owned by 
Scott Chalmers ’85.  Thank 
you, Scott! 

Our striking T-shirts are $18 
with free shipping.  Sizes come 
in small, medium, large and 
extra large. To order, send a 
check made out to IAFSA and 
indicate the size and quantity.

141 Years of Service Thanks to You!

The Independent Association of Framingham State Alumni is an 
independent charitable organization and is not legally affiliated with, 
sponsored or endorsed by Framingham State University. Contributions to 
IAFSA are not contributions to Framingham State University.  

For questions or inquiries, please call  508-872-9770


